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Heritage language is the language which was first for an individual with respect to the order of acquisition but has not been completely acquired because of the switch to another dominant language.”            Maria Polinsky

Language is the use by human beings of voice sounds and written symbols that represent these sounds, in organize combinations and patterns to express and communicate thoughts and feelings.  Language is a system of words formed from such combinations and patterns, used by the people of a particular country or by a group of people with a shared history or set of traditions.

Professor: Ana J. Caldero-Figueroa
Course: SPN 1340

Office: 5-255
 Phone: 407-582-1431
Textbook: 
Garcia, Carney & Sandoval; Nuestro idioma, nuestra herencia. Español para hispanohablantes. McGraw Hill

Prerequisites (s): Oral proficiency in the language with no formal background or equivalent knowledge of Spanish resulting from circumstances that include, but are not limited to the following: time lived or spent in a Spanish speaking country, extensive use of Spanish in personal/professional situations.

Rationale for Course: 

SPN 1340: This course is designed for those students who have basic proficiency in Spanish but still lack the mastery of reading comprehension skills as well as the ability to correctly express thoughts and ideas in personal and professional writing. Studies have shown that the linguistic needs of fluent/bilingual Spanish speakers are not met when they are included in general language courses geared for the non-native speakers of Spanish. We hope to be able to offer the Spanish Heritage Speakers attending Valencia College the opportunity to be truly bilingual and thus, be an integral part of our region’s valuable resources.

Description of Course:

SPN 1340: This course is an intermediate course for students who are speakers of Spanish. It is designed to meet the special linguistic needs of students of Hispanic background born or educated in the United States, who speak Spanish at home and want to improve their formal knowledge of the language. In addition, the course aims to provide those students with cultural insights/materials about the diverse Hispanic world that is part of their heritage. 

The course emphasizes the mastery of writing, reading and oral communication skills, with particular attention given to the issues of interference of English, code switching, vocabulary building, orthography and reading comprehension. Students will write compositions, make oral presentations and read materials of a cultural/literary nature, emphasizing the relationship between the culture of the United States and Hispanic culture.

	Course Objective:

· Develop the ability to listen, derive meaning from, and communicate in formal Spanish.

· Improve command of spoken Spanish by correcting those errors common to Heritage Speakers.

· Write Spanish more coherently using correct patterns of standard grammar and syntax.

· Read  Spanish with improved comprehension

· Develop professional/academic writing skills in Spanish.

· Expand their functional vocabulary, in particular, the language of the Hispanic professional/academic world. 

· Promote a better understanding of the diversity of the Hispanic cultures in the USA and abroad

· Enhance comprehension and appreciation of the diversity and commonality of the Hispanic heritage from historic, social, political and artistic points of view

Learning Outcomes:

To successfully complete this course the students will be able to:

· use a variety of communicative strategies while engaging in conversations within the Hispanic cultural/academic/professional environment

· understand the cultures and values of the Hispanic world within the context of the U.S. and Latin America 

· assess the context of production of linguistic exchanges and command the different linguistic registers used depending on the context 

· use critical thinking and problem solving skills while reading authentic materials in Spanish

· understand the key elements of writing, including grammar and writing formulas, and apply that knowledge to a wide range of texts  in Spanish such as literary, journalistic, academic, technical and business related texts

· Understand basic public speaking techniques and apply them in oral presentations. 

Websites Tools and Resources  http://essayinfo.com/essays/critical_essay.phphttp://theliterarylink.com/essay.html 
1) English- Spanish dictionary: www.wordreference.com
2) Real Academia Espanola dictionary: http://buscon.rae.es/diccionario/drae.htm
3) Newspaper La Jornada: http://jornada.unamhttp://www.jornada.unam.mx
4) Newspaper El imparcial: http://www.elimparcial.com/
5) CNN: http://cnnenespanol.com/
6) Punctuation rules: http://www.amerschmad.org/spanish/gram/acento.htm
7) Tilde exercises: http://www.iesramonllull.net/aules/departments/castella/EJERCICIOSls.htm
8) Nuevos Mundos resources: www.wiley.com/college/roca
9) Nuevos mundos: www.wiley.com/college/panoramas
Attendance:

Attendance is mandatory. You must be exposed to Spanish and use Spanish in order to learn Spanish, i.e., you must be in class. For that reason, attendance is required and will be taken on a daily basis. However, it is understood that periodically things happen that could prevent your attendance. You are permitted two absences per semester. Every two late arrivals and early departures is equal to one absence. Arriving more than 5 minutes late or leaving more than 15 minutes early counts as an absence.

 The written documentation of the excused absence should include the name of the student, the section of the course, the dates of the absence and the reason for the absence.

The student who is absent is responsible for the materials missed in class as well as any additional assignments given during the missed class. Make sure to get the name and phone number of a classmate, as you are responsible for finding out about any changes in the syllabus or any additional assignments announced in your absence.  There are no make-ups and no late work will be accepted.
Participation:

Participation in class involves a number of variables, including but not limited to:

· Your use of Spanish in the classroom.

· Your willingness to participate actively in all class activities.

· Your cooperation during group and pair work.

· Your respect and attitude toward the class and your peers.

· Your daily preparation for each class.

· Your instructor may assign written homework that will be collected and graded; these assignments form part of your participation grade.

· Your instructor reserves the right to administer pop quizzes on grammar, vocabulary etc. in order to assess students’ preparation. These grades also form part of your participation grade.


	


Valencia Competencies: In addition to our program competencies, Valencia has defined four interrelated competencies (Value, Think, Communicate, and Act) that prepare students to succeed in the community. These competencies are outlined in the College Catalog. In this course, through classroom lecture and discussion, group work, and other learning activities, you will further develop your mastery of these core competencies. 

Grading Criteria for Class Participation

	Excellent
	− always greeted people and took leave using Spanish

− always used Spanish in class ( i.e., with instructor and in small groups)

− always listened attentively when others spoke and showed respect for her/his peers

− always came prepared to class

− always actively participated in all classroom activates

− always made a positive impact on the class with her/his presence and positive    attitude

− helped peers with in-class activities



	Very good


	− sometimes greeted people and took leave using Spanish

− mostly used Spanish in class, but sometimes used English in group work

− usually listened and showed respect for her/his peers

− occasionally came unprepared to class, but usually came prepared

− participated in all classroom activities

	Good


	− did not greet people and take leave in Spanish

− frequently used English, especially during group and pair work

− at times got distracted and was occasionally disrespectful to her/his peers

− showed some preparation for class, but needed more preparation

− participated in classroom activities but was more passively attentive than active.

	Poor
	− used only English during class

− paid no attention during class and was disrespectful to her/his peers

− showed no preparation for class

− failed to contribute to the class with her/his presence and/or detracted from the class with her/his negative attitude




Communication Devices & Computers: Please note that the use of cell phones – for talking and/or texting – is strictly prohibited in class. Your cell phone should be turned OFF (not on silent or vibrate). In addition, use of laptop computers and other portable devices during class for activities not related to the class are not welcome.  I want us all to be able to give and receive our undivided attention.
Assessment

Assessment and testing procedures will be representative of the type of language instruction offered through classroom activities. You will be evaluated based on your achievement of the program and course objectives and the following components

Distribución de puntos 

	
	
	Points

	Exámenes parciales
	Examen #1 Leccion 1 & 2
	75

	
	Examen #2 Leccion 3

Examen #3 Leccion 4


	50 

50



	Participación/Asistencia 
	100/100 

	
	
	

	Presentaciones  
	Presentación 1
	20

	
	Presentacion 2
	50

	
	
	

	
	

	Ensayos
	Ensayo#1

Ensayo #2
	15

15

	
	
	 

	
	
	 

	
	 Final/ Ensayo                                                            100                   

	
	                                                                                     

	
	                                                                                  


There are no make-ups for homework, quizzes, or partial exams unless you have a documented excuse or you have talked to the professor in advance!!!

Grading Scale  
	94-100
	A
	77-79
	C+

	93-90  
	A-
	74-76
	C

	87-89
	B+
	70-73
	C-

	84-86
	B
	67-69
	D+

	80-83
	B-
	64-66
	D

	
	
	60-63
	D-

	
	
	0 - 59
	F


Essays
Websites Tools for Essays:
 http://essayinfo.com/essays/critical_essay.php
 http://theliterarylink.com/essay.html
Essay # 1: Consist of an interview to a Hispanic person. The paper should be minimum one page long. The paper should be written in Times New Roman, font 12, and double space.

Essay #2: Comment on an actual news from a Spanish TV Channel or newspaper. The paper should be maximum of two pages long. The paper should be written in Times New Roman, font 12, and double space. 

Presentations

Presentacion 1: ¿Qué significa ser hispano?/ Mi lengua y mi identidad: el español.  (10 minutes)
Presentacion 2: Tema Cultural.  Student will select from the following topics and prepare an oral presentation.  Students should prepare a power presentation. Students will be required to turn an outline a few weeks before the presentation. (15-18 minutes)

Topics:

1. The history of the Panama Canal

2. Folkloric Music of Chile and Argentina

3. African influence in the music of Brazil

4. Magical Realism in Latin America.

5. The Artistic Generation of the Cuban Revolution

6. La Nueva Canción/La Nueva Trova Cubana

7. Botero and Guayasamin: Two Latin American Artists

8. Cuban Painters of the XX Century

9. Hispanic Influence in the US 

10. Immigration: Cubans, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans….

a. Causes

b. Characteristics

c. Location

11. African Influence in the Caribbean Music

12. African Influence in Food

13. Folkloric Music and traditional musical instruments of Puerto Rico

14. Origins, movement, instruments, and musicians of Salsa.

15. Ruben Dario and Jose Marti: Two poets of the Modernism Movement

Homework:  Homework is part of your learning outcome.  You will be assigned grammar exercises to be completed in the workbook manual.  You should complete and bring them to class the day assigned by your instructor.  No late homework will be accepted.
Academy Honesty:  You are responsible for familiarizing yourself with the rules of conduct and abiding by the precepts of VC’s Golden Rule found at:  http://www.goldenrule.sdes.vcc.edu/2e_Rules.html. Any student who presents fraudulent work will minimally receive a grade of “F”.

Students with Special Needs:  During the first two weeks of the course, students with disabilities are responsible for bringing official documentation from Valencia Disability Services explaining the nature of the disability and specific arrangements the student will need to complete his/her work. This information will remain strictly confidential.
Calendar:  Read the listed sections below before coming to class each day. You are responsible for keeping up with the reading and homework assignments. In the event that you miss class, you are still responsible for keeping up with the class.

Attendance Policy

Due to the nature of language learning in general, attendance to class is Mandatory since it is absolutely critical for developing communicative abilities in Spanish.  However, it is understood that, periodically, things such as illness may prevent your attendance.  Official documented excuses are verifiable: doctor’s notes and/or bills; hospital bills and college sponsored and official athletic excuses. A note that does not meet the above stated requirements is not an official excuse. Your instructor reserves the right to verify any excuse.  

As with any other college class, this is further training for the workplace. Every class session is considered a week of classes. Attendance is required in this class. Your grade will be greatly affected with each absence, remember this class is H2 semester.   If you stop coming to class, it is your responsibility to withdraw from the courses in order to receive a W before April 8, 2013.  After , you will not be able to withdraw from the course and you will receive an F.

Course Rules after withdrawal deadline

1. Your instructor can withdraw you after April 8, 2013 in the following circumstances:

a. Excessive absences

2. Student behavior or speech that disrupts the instructional setting or is clearly disrespectful of the instructor or fellow students will not be tolerated. Disruptive conduct may include bit is not limited: 


1. Rude or disrespectful behavior; 


2. Unwarranted interruptions; 


3. Failure to adhere to instructor’s directions; 

          4. Vulgar or obscene language, slurs, or other forms 

            of  intimidation; 


5. physically or verbally abusive behavior. 

Student’s behavior that is inappropriate will result in disenrollment from the course.

Lateness of fifteen minutes or early departure will count as a miss hour. A professor can withdraw you from a course for excessive absences without your permission. (2002-03 College Catalog p.62)  Do not leave early without informing me. This is disruptive and rude. 

ALL CELLULAR PHONES MUST BE TURNED OFF DURING CLASS PERIOD.

Tardiness: If you come into class after roll has been taken, you will be considered late. 

Participation

Participation grade is separate from attendance.  You have to be willing to participate and ready with our work every day. This is not a place to sleep or to do other classes homework. Also improper conduct like interrupting too much, taking with peers, being disrespectful to teacher and peers will affect you grade (see Student Code of Conduct in your catalog). Attendance to class does not guarantee an A on participation. Every three weeks, throughout this course, you will “self-assess” your participation. Your participation involves a number of variables. You will follow the attached criteria to self-assess your participation. 

Please note:  Your instructor reserves the right to raise or lower your self-assessed participation grade if he/she feels that it does not adequately reflect your level of participation.
Academic Integrity

Plagiarism, cheating, submitting work of another person of work previously used without  informing the instructor, tampering with the academic work of others and other forms of academic dishonesty may lead to lowered course grade, failure of the course or more severe measures, depending on judgments of the gravity of the individual case. 

Each student is expected to be in complete compliance with the college policy on Academic Honesty as set forth in the admissions catalog and the student handbook. Any student cheating on an exam will receive a zero on the exam, which cannot be replaced by the final score, and the professor at his/her discretion can withdraw the student from the class.  

Disability Services

During the first two weeks of the course, students with disabilities are responsible for bringing official documentation from Valencia Disability Services explaining the nature of the disability and specific arrangements the student will need to complete his/her work. This information will remain strictly confidential.

All above information subject to change at the discretion of the professor!

Spanish Heritage Course

SPRING 2013 

STUDENT COPY

I, ______________________________ (print full name) read and understood the Heritage SPN 1340  syllabus.

· I understand that it is my responsibility to arrive prepared to class (i.e. have read ahead, HW done, etc.). _______(initials)

· I understand the class’s attendance policy.  _______(initials)

· I understand the class’s make up policy (i.e. no make-ups).  _______(initials)

· I understand that arriving over 10 minutes late. Three ten minutes arrival will count as an absence.  Leaving the class early will count as an absence. _______(initials)

· I understand the class homework policy (no late HW accepted)._____ (initials)

· I understand that cellular phones are to be turned off and be put away during class and all examinations. _______(initials)

· I understand that disrupting class by: talking, having a cell phone ringing or other behavior that is deemed as incompatible with a positive learning environment can result in my being asked to leave the room.  Failing to do so will result in campus security being contacted.  _______(initials)

· I have read and understood the syllabus.  ______ (initials)

__________________________________________________________________________

Signature                                     Print full name                                                   Date

Returning this completed sheet constitutes the above student’s first class attendance.  

Calendar

	28 de febrero: Introducción al curso:  Capítulo 1
12 de marzo:  Capítulo 1    Entregar Ensayo 1

	14 de marzo: Repaso Capítulo 1: Capítulo 2

19 de marzo: Capítulo 2

21 de marzo: Examen #1/ Capítulo 3

	26 de marzo: Capítulo 3
28 de marzo: Repaso Capítulo 3/Examen #2

	2 de abril: Capítulo 3/Presentación #1
4 de abril: Capítulo 4
9 de abril: Capítulo 4: Entregar Ensayo #2
11 de abril: Capítulo 4
16 de abril: Repaso; Escribir Ensayo Final
18 de abril: Presentación #2


	


All above information subject to change at the discretion of the professor!

Web Resources

1) English- Spanish dictionary: www.wordreference.com
2) Real Academia Espanola dictionary: http://buscon.rae.es/diccionario/drae.htm
3) Newspaper La Jornada: http://jornada.unamhttp://www.jornada.unam.mx
4) Newspaper El imparcial: http://www.elimparcial.com/
5) CNN: http://cnnenespanol.com/
6) Punctuation rules: http://www.amerschmad.org/spanish/gram/acento.htm
7) Tilde exercises: http://www.iesramonllull.net/aules/departments/castella/EJERCICIOSls.htm
8) Nuevos Mundos resources: www.wiley.com/college/roca
9) Nuevos mundos: www.wiley.com/college/panoramas
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